
Hamilton Township  
Board of Trustees  

Meeting Schedule 2015
Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Community Center.  All meetings 

are open to the public.

March 11th and 25th
April 8th and 22nd 
May 13th and 27th 
June 10th and 24th 
July 8th and 22nd 

August 12th and 26th 
September 9th and 23rd 
October 14th and 28th

November 11th and 25th 
December 9th and 23rd

Meetings that fall on a holiday 
will be rescheduled.  Call the 
Township office for updates.

Hamilton Township Telephone Numbers
Hamilton Township Administration/Community Center
6400 Lockbourne Road, Lockbourne, Ohio 43137
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm ........................................491-3963

Board of Trustees
Shannan Bush, Chairman .......................................................................................491-5664
Howard Hahn, Vice-Chairman ..............................................................................491-7842
C. Chris Hann ...........................................................................................................491-0812

Clerk/Treasurer
Karen Schutte, Clerk ...............................................................................................497-2465

Township Secretary
Penni Triplett .............................................................................................................491-3963

Hamilton Township Road Maintenance
6355 Lockbourne Road, Lockbourne, Ohio 43137 ..............................................491-8550

Road Superintendent
Don Smith .................................................................................................................491-8550

Hamilton Township Fire Department
Station 1 - 1460 Obetz Road, Columbus, Ohio 43207 .........................................491-1013
Station 2 - 6410 Lockbourne Road, Lockbourne, Ohio 43137 ............................491-1050

Fire Chief
Ralph Shillingburg ....................................................................................................491-1700

Franklin County Sheriff’s Hamilton Township Sub Station
Radio Room .............................................................................................................525-3333
FAX ...........................................................................................................................  491-3003
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If you look at a map of Hamilton 
Township, regardless if it 
was created in 2015 or 1895, 
Lockbourne Road is shown as 
a straight line traveling north 
and south. However, that line is 
interrupted in one small spot near an 
intersection at London-groveport 
Road and across from the township 
administration building.
The “bump in the road,” as 
indicated on an 1856 county map 
and Caldwell’s 1872 Atlas, skirted 
a small lake fed by a tributary of 
the gahanna River, now known as 
Big Walnut Creek. Looking west, 
the site is currently home to a large-
scale gravel operation and a private 
residence.
Scattered throughout the atlas are 
other interesting topographical 
features, including Native 
American forts and mounds.
On elevated land in the northwest 
quadrant of the township, 
sandwiched between the feeder 
canal linking Columbus with 
Lockbourne and what is now 
High Street was an ancient fort. 
According to the 1880 “History of 
Franklin and Pickaway Counties,” 
a mile east of the site were mounds 
where implements and human 
bones were excavated.
At the intersection of groveport 
and Lockbourne Roads was 
Baker’s Hill, one of at least 15 
mounds in the township. It was 75 

Drivers Thanked for 
Their Cooperation

The Road Crew would like to thank 
residents who moved their cars off 
township streets when the snow started 
to accumulate during the winter.
“It makes our jobs easier,” said Road 
Superintendent Don Smith. “We have 
some streets where cars and vans are 
parked and we can’t get between them 
to plow or salt.
“So far this winter, we have used 140 
tons of salt on township roads and 
7,000 gallons of brine. As of March 1, 
the township had 40 tons of salt left for 
the rest of the winter.”

feet in diameter at its base and 15 
feet high. Other smaller mounds 
dotted the landscape. A pair of 
mounds, one at 50 feet in diameter 
and the other 30 feet in diameter, 
was located near the intersection 
of Rohr and Lockbourne Roads on 
land owned by Thomas Clark. One 
is still slightly visible today.
One of the largest township 
earthworks, a conical mound at 300 
feet in diameter, was located on a 
farm owned by the O’Harra family. 
According to Prosper Wetmore in 
Earthworks of Franklin County, 
Ohio (1888), “…a large portion of 
it (was) removed to gravel pikes 
(roads) in the neighborhood. A road 
has been dug through the center, 
but it is five to eight feet above the 
original level of the mound.”
As more land was plowed under 
by farmers, the ancient mounds 
disappeared from the landscape 
and the original township 
topography further eroded with the 
construction of modern housing 
and commercial developments.
Contemporary artifacts are also 
being replaced, such as the South 
Columbus Airport runway, which 
ran north-south between Obetz and 
Williams Roads and was located 
west of Fire Station 172. While 
much of the runway is now covered 
by commercial development, a 
small portion is still visible.

The Township’s Changing Topography 

On the Road 
in Hamilton Township

Illegal dumping is not pretty. It comes in many forms 
and township property is often a victim of the crime, 
from chemicals tossed down sewer drains to old 
couches and tires thrown on the ground.
There was a noticeable upturn in activity in January 
and February when trash was dumped on township 
easements and in the parks.
“If any residents see anybody dumping, try to get 
a license number or make of the car or truck and 
call the sheriff at 525-3333,” reported Road Su-
pervisor Don Smith. “The cost of cleaning this up 
and paying dumping fees are expensive.
“The sheriff has installed cameras at these loca-
tions hoping to catch people that make our town-
ship look bad.”
In January, slides and other recreational equipment 
in the township park playground were the victim of 
criminal mischief in the form of black spray paint. 
This time, video evidence was obtained.
“We called the sheriff and have their pictures on 
our cameras at the park, so the detective will han-
dle this,” continued Smith. “Again, if you see any-
one damaging our park, please call the sheriff.”



Flowers and Firefighters
An Annual Tradition
Tradition is a hallmark of the fire department, 
from uniforms to honor guards and even annual 
fundraisers like the annual spaghetti dinner and 
May flower sale, which began more than 20 years ago.
Baskets and flats of flowers first filled the driveway and bays 
of station 171 on Obetz Road in 1991. After station 172 on 
Lockbourne Road was built, sales expanded to include that 
site as well, but were later discontinued.
“We found that the sales at station 172 were not what we 
thought it should be,” commented Lupfer, “so we moved all 
the flowers to station 171. Also, staffing of the event was hard 
when they went out on runs. By consolidating the sale, we 
could stay open with one person on site.”
The annual event is held during the Mother’s Day weekend. 
The time period was selected because of the holiday and due 
to similar fundraisers by firefighters throughout the county. As 
word got out over the years, the number and variety of items 
increased, along with sales. Plant stock was first provided by 
a vendor in Pickaway County, but is now supplied by a local 
commercial grower. A few years ago, artwork was added to the 
fundraiser, albeit by chance. 
“We were hauling flowers to some of our bigger warehouses 
for the employees to purchase,” recalled Lupfer. “One business 
offered the art work for free to sell at our flower sale. Well, 
we could not say no. They were damaged, discontinued, or re-
turns. The first time we were offered the art, all we had to do 
was go get it, pick out what we wanted and haul it back to the 
station for the sale.” 
Proceeds from the sale, conducted by the Firefighters Associa-
tion, are used to purchase services for which tax money cannot be 
used, such as cable,  coffee, flowers for the sick or funerals, etc.

FIRE SAFETY TIPS 
If you get caught in a fire, survival is your top priority. You should:
• Remain calm! • Feel if the door handle is hot, before exiting 
• Close the door behind you to keep the fire from spreading
• If your clothes catch fire: Stop, Drop, and Roll!
• If smoke is in stairwell, avoid it, and choose another route
• Evacuate to your designated assembly area
• Get out of the building before phoning for help; make the     
 call from a safe location
• Check smoke alarms at time changes • Check fire extin-
guishers 
• Make an escape plan and practice it • Crawl LOW to the floor 
• Thick smoke can make it impossible to see
• Toxic chemicals from smoke can be deadly in MINUTES
If you can’t get out, get someone’s attention 
• Yell and scream • Hang a sheet out of the window
• Stay low to the ground there is less smoke and toxic  
 gasses close to the floor
Prevent fires from starting by taking some simple precautions:
• Do not overload electrical outlets • Limit use of extension cords
• Do not use space heaters and halogen lamps
Kitchen Safety
• Pay attention when you cook
• Stay in kitchen when frying, grilling, boiling, or broiling food
•  If you must leave the room even for a short period of time,   
 turn off the stove
• When finished cooking, turn off all burners and ovens
Microwaves
• Never use an extension cord for a microwave since it can  
   overload the circuit and cause a fire
• Never use aluminum foil or metal objects in the microwave
• Remember that even if containers feel warm, the contents          
 themselves may be very hot and can cause severe burns
Extinguishing Grease Fires
• Cover your pan with a lid • Turn off the burner
• NEVER pour water on a grease fire

   BE AwArE  
and Go Right for Sirens and Lights
The cars and trucks of today are designed to muffle road sounds and 
their state-of-the-art stereo systems play music with such quality a driver 
might not notice an oncoming medic or fire engine.
No driver wants to impede a vehicle responding to a medical emergency, 
fire or police run, but distracted by a cell phone or having a radio turned up 
so loudly that you cannot hear what is going on around you could impact 
emergency response for others.
Keep your radio at a level low enough to hear sirens and air horns of ap-
proaching emergency traffic. Scan your mirrors frequently and pay atten-
tion at intersections and side roads to make sure you are not in or blocking 
the path of fire engines, ambulances and police cars.
Remember “Go Right for Sirens and Lights.” According to the Ohio De-
partment of Public Safety, by law a driver must yield to the right and come 
to a complete stop for all moving public safety vehicles and move to the 
left, if possible, for all stationary public safety vehicles.
“Three weeks ago, the department was responding to an auto accident 
and was getting ready to make a U-turn on (state route) 23 in front of 
Scioto Downs,” reported Asst. Fire Chief Paul Welsh. “A lady went left to 
pass the fire truck and they hit her. “There were no injuries, but her car was 
totaled and there was almost $5,800 damage to the engine.” If you cannot 
move to the right because of another vehicle or obstacle, just stop. It will 
allow the driver of the emergency vehicle to know what you are doing and 
anticipate where they can safely pass. If you are stopped at an intersec-
tion, stay where you are unless you can safely pull to the right.
Do not stop in the middle lane if you can pull to the right. Do not pull to the 
left in the center or left turn lanes and do not race ahead to make a green 
light or turn before an emergency vehicle gets there.
Practice safe driving for you and everyone else traveling roadways 
throughout the township.I-270 Ramp Changes at Alum Creek 

If you are playing the Orange Barrel Polka at I-270 and Alum Creek 
Drive in Obetz, then you know big changes are again underway for driv-
ers. The Ohio Department of Transportation (ODOT) is in the midst of a 
multi-million dollar project to widen Alum Creek Drive, build and widen 
ramps and repair the bridge over the freeway.
The Phase III design/build project was awarded to Shelly and Sands in 
April 2014 and is scheduled to finish up the end of July. According to 
ODOT, it involves the construction of a new I-270 westbound on-ramp, 
as well as the widening of the I-270 eastbound off-ramp and modification 
of the I-270 westbound off-ramp.
Southbound Alum Creek Drive will be widened from East Howard Drive to 
the I-270 eastbound ramp intersection to provide for a third southbound 
through lane on Alum Creek Drive and the lengthening of the left turn 
lane at the I-270 eastbound ramp intersection. The project also includes 
widening the southbound bridge on Alum Creek Drive over I-270 by two 
additional lanes plus a shoulder.hamiltontownshipohio.org

Website Updated
Accessing information is now just a click 
away through hamiltontownshipohio.org, 
the township’s new Website filled with 
up-to-date information, meeting minutes 
and a list of township services.

“The trustees were approached by fire department members 
about taking over the maintenance of the Website so that we 
could keep it more current and up to date,” reported Trustee 
Howard Hahn. “By having someone ‘in house’ that could up-
date it, it would also save money and hopefully stream line the 
process.” Visitors will find easy access to permits, information 
on Hamilton Township Park, the Firetruck Park at 6400 Lock-
bourne Road, and how to rent the Community Center. 

Did you know the township contracts with the Franklin 
County Sheriff’s Department for law enforcement services or 
there is a sheriff’s department sub-station at the administration 
building? If you visit the Website, you can learn all about this 
and find information on Emergency Medical Service billing 
and links to trash district service provided by Republic Waste.

“Our old Website was functional but it did not fully address 
all of the issues that we wanted to address. Also, we wanted 
a more technologically advanced feel,” said Firefighter Bart 
Welter who created the Website. “Our objective was to create 
a place for citizens to go and find out about their township and 
community as a whole in a friendly and transparent environ-
ment.  “The concept for the new Website began in October 
2014. There have been several hundred hours put into this site 
to obtain the look that we were after. It was important to put 
forth an inclusive feel to the site that was inviting to the user.”

There is information on fire department history and person-
nel, fire safety, how to obtain a burn permit and why engines 
sometimes accompany medics on emergency runs. You might 
also be surprised to learn the road department is responsible 
for maintaining the parks, four buildings, a pair of cemeteries, 
15.5 square miles of land and 26 miles of roadway.

Welter said, “www.hamiltontownshipohio.org is a great 
place for citizens to go if they are looking for the latest in-
formation concerning Hamilton Township. “The site will be 
updated regularly. Sometimes there are delays in informa-
tion that can cause delays in updates, but be assured that we 
are doing our best to make the site as up-to-date as possible.”

Device Alerts Drivers to Emergency Vehicles
A new safety device on Lockbourne Road is alerting motorists of emergency vehicles entering 
the roadway from Fire Station 172. The township trustees recently authorized installation of an 
emergency warning system consisting of new signage and a pair of flashing lights near the sta-
tion at 6410 Lockbourne Road.
Egress onto the roadway from the station posed a challenge to firefighters and oncoming traffic. 
The lights warn traffic of emergency vehicles leaving the station, whether on emergency calls or 
just turning onto Lockbourne Road.
“It wasn’t safe for the squad coming out,” said Trustee Shannon Bush. “We want things to be 
safe for drivers as well as our crews.
The trustees contracted the installation of the lights through the Franklin County Engineers.
“It was at no cost to the township,” continued Bush. “Lockbourne Road is a county Road and 
they put up the lights and sign for nothing.”
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