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Communit y 
Paramedicine Program

A new era in emergency follow-up care is coming to Hamilton 
Township as the fire department implements a Community 
Paramedicine (CP) program after months of planning, following a 
model that began in the western United States. According to Capt. 
Wade Edwards, the township’s designated community paramedic, 
the program is a new and evolving model of community-based 
health care in which paramedics function outside their customary 
emergency duties in ways that enhance access to primary care 
for medically underserved populationsand/or facilitate more 
appropriate use of emergency care resources. 

“Perhaps the best demonstrated benefit of CP programs has been in 
getting people who have accessed the EMS system, but do not have 
a medical emergency condition, to more appropriate destinations 
than a hospital emergency department,” reported Edwards. 

“Some CP programs provide short-term follow-up home visits 
for patients who have just been discharged from a hospital or 
emergency department until other providers are able to make a 
home visit or other follow-up care. Such follow-up care may help 
prevent emergency department or hospital re-admissions.” In 
addition, Community Paramedicine programs aimed at underserved 
populations may also provide opportunities for EMS personnel in 
low-call-volume areas to further develop their patient assessment 
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MeeTiNg SCHeDule 2017  Hamilton Township Board of Trustees   
Meetings are at 7:30 p.m. at the Community Center.  All meetings are open to the public.

August 9 & 23 - September 13 & 27 - October 11 & 25 
November 8 & 22 - December 13 & 27 

Meetings that fall on a holiday will be rescheduled.  Call the Township office for updates.

Three years ago, the Mid-Ohio Regional Plan-
ning Commission set a unified five year Trick-
or-Treat date and Hamilton Township generally 
follows MORPC’s recommendations in setting 
a township-wide date. However, individual com-
munities are still free to set their own date for 
Beggar’s Night. In a resolution approved by 
the commission, if Halloween, Oct. 31, falls on 
a Friday, Saturday or Sunday, then “Trick or 
Treat” will be held the prior Thursday. If Hal-
loween falls on Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday 
or Thursday, then “Trick or Treat” will be held 
on that day. The following dates were set by 
the Commission: 2017, Tuesday, Oct. 31; 2018, 
Wednesday, Oct. 31; 2019, Thursday, Oct. 31.

Longtime Hamilton Township Firefighter’s 
Auxiliary member Sue Lupfer was recently 
presented the Myron George Distinguished 
Service Award, the first woman to receive the 
award, at the 80th annual Ohio State Firefight-
ers Association and Auxiliary Conference, 
June 29-July 1 in Columbus.

Firefighters Association President Mark Resa-
novich said it was his decision to select the 
honoree and by choosing a person who has 
given so much to the service, it was an easy 
choice.

“Even though Sue was not a firefighter, her 
dedication and commitment to the fire service 
should be recognized,” said Resanovich. “As 
a wife of firefighter and a member of the aux-
iliary, she gave unselfishly to stand with her 
husband, making Jerry a very successful and 
highly regarded Fire Chief.

Sue Lupfer presented 
Service Award

Right - Left: Ohio State Firefighters Association Presi-
dent Mark Resanovich, Sue Lupfer and Jerry Lupfer.
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skills and expand their clinical experience. Hamilton Township is the 
third department in Franklin County to implement the Community 
Paramedicine program.

“It is slowly being developed right now,” continued Edwards, who 
visits patients in a red 2012 Ford Expedition donated and marked 
by Obetz to the fire department. Mayor Greg Scott said, “Obetz is 
proud to partner with Hamilton Township on this exciting adventure. 
We are honored to help bring this critical service to the residents 
of Obetz and the township. We applaud the forward thinking of the 
Hamilton Township Fire Department and its efforts to serve our 
friends and neighbors.”

As a community paramedic, Edwards contacts physicians, family, 
social services and programs such as Meals-on-Wheels for follow-
up care. In working with sensitive patient information, Edwards re-
ported the department is careful about HIPPA concerns and is work-
ing closely with OhioHealth on the issue. “Right now, I have patients 
on a regular schedule that I check in with to see what they need.”

According to the paramedic, Mt. Carmel and OhioHealth are utilizing 
Community Paramedicine—where available—when discharging pa-
tients. He said the program also has a role in decreasing emergency 
room visits, hospital admissions and 911 calls. Follow-ups with stroke 
and heart attack patients, as necessary, will be added next to the town-
ship’s list of paramedicine services. “What we’ve done so far has been 
through referrals,” continued Edwards, “and it’s also through word-of-
mouth. If someone thinks they could use Community Paramedicine, 
they can call the fire department non-emergency number at 614-491-
1050. Please remember, this is not a 411 helpline.”
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medic modification SaveS township money

Do you have a story idea you would like to see in future editions of the Township Journal?  
Send your comments to Linda Dillman, Editor, at townshipjournal@gmail.com

“For us firefighters, we are so blessed with a 
spouse who shares in our passion, who under-
stands our commitment, dedication and love of the 
fire service. It is a person like Sue who makes a 
success of the caring, the love, the devotion, taking 
care of the home, the kids, the grandkids when we 
are not there. Sue has given so much to so many 
people, always a beautiful smile, a soft voice and a 
willingness to help.”

Sue served more than 15 years as the conference 
coordinator and was responsible for planning and 
arranging tours and activities, along with arranging 
conference space, speakers, equipment and class 
supplies for auxiliary members and participating 
firefighters.

In addition to serving as president of the local 
Auxiliary, where she is a 40-year member, Sue was 
also president of the Franklin County organization 
and a twotime past president of the state Firefighter’s 
Auxiliary.

At Groveport Madison, Sue taught for 32 years at 
the elementary level and is a former school board 
member at Madison Christian. Hamilton Township 
Auxiliary members joined the conference in 1950 
and have been active participants throughout the 
years. 

Sue Lupfer continued from page 1

Hamilton Township is going beyond pinching pennies 
to saving thousands by changing the way it acquires 
new fire department emergency squads. Instead 
of replacing the entire unit at a cost of $225,000 to 
$250,000, the township is retaining the “box” where all 
the medical action takes place and replacing just the 
chassis at an estimated savings of nearly $100,000 
per medic. 

“We have to be prudent with our taxpayer’s money,” 
said Chief Ralph Shillingburg. “We originally budgeted 
$300,000 for one new medic, but made the decision 
to re-chassis two trucks for the same cost. 

“When we pick the trucks up, they’re just like new. 
We’re basically replacing half of our medic fleet for 
the cost of one truck. When you re-chassis a vehicle, 
you’re still getting the factory warranty and our board 
is buying an extended warranty.” 

The chief said the Horton Company in Grove City, 
who is re-installing the box containing the top medical 

portion of the vehicle on 
two Ford F650 chassis, 
is extending their original 
warranty for another five 
years. 

According to Shillingburg, 
the chassis cost for Medic 
171 is $152,773 and the replacement cost for Medic 172 
is $159,561. Medic 171 is a newer vehicle, purchased 
in 2012, but experienced a lot of mechanical issues. 
The motor blew up in Medic 172.  Both new chassis 
were ordered through a state bid and are expected to 
be delivered in late August or early September. It then 
takes 45 days to remount the old box on top of the 
new chassis. 

“This is the first time for us to do this,” continued the 
chief, “but it’s done quite frequently due to the cost 
of a new vehicle. On a state bid, it’s not uncommon. 
“Both of our old vehicles are high mileage. They get 
driven hard and there’s a lot of idling.” 

From the Road Department 
Sidewalk Program
The first phase of the township’s Sidewalk 
Replacement Program is on schedule.

All legal work is complete and a contract 
was awarded to Linton Concrete, one of 
four companies to bid on the township 
project.

Work started on June 28 after the agreement 
was approved by Hamilton Township 
trustees and is expected to be finished by 
the end of August, weather permitting.

A total of 83 sidewalks in Hamilton Meadows 
were identified in need of repair.

Work not completed by an individual 
property owner will be done by the township 
and the cost assessed on property taxes.

mowing

The summer mowing season 
is in high gear and complaints 
are rolling into the township 
office and to trustees 
regarding homeowners 
neglecting to mow their yards 
in a timely manner and/or not 
picking up trash around their 
properties.

Don’t let your yard become 
a haven for wild animals, 
snakes and ticks. Mow on 
aregular basis and keep 
your trash from becoming a 
raccoon’s next meal or home. 
Not only is it unsightly, it can 
be a health hazard as well.

non-Functional vehicles
Complaints are continually reported of disabled 
cars parked on public streets, some without 
current license tags, vehicles parked in the same 
spot without being moved for days or weeks and 
others parked in the grass in front yards.

According to zoning, “No motor vehicle parking 
shall be permitted on an unimproved surface 
consisting of grass, mulch, dirt, gravel, or 
combination thereof.” Parking must be on a 
surface “with a sealed surface pavement or 
pervious surface application approved by the 
Franklin County Engineer’s Office.”

In general, vehicles are not allowed to remain in 
the same parking spot on a public street without 
moving for more than 72 hours. Abandoned 
vehicles cannot be left on a public street for 
more than 48 hours and a vehicle parked in one 
location on a public street for more than 30 days is 
presumed to be inoperable and must be removed.

If you value your vehicle and don’t want it towed 
or cited for a violation by law enforcement, abide 
by the rules set by Franklin County Zoning and 
followed by the township.

Historical township tidbits
The first birth recorded in Hamilton Township was on Sept. 20, 
1800 of Maximilla Fisher, the daughter of Michael and Sarah Fisher, who lived 
along the banks of the Scioto River. 
The oldest burial in the Walnut Hill cemetery on Rathmell Road is the Feb. 
1811 burial of John Hornbaker. The first township roadway, which was later 
abandoned and became part of farmland once owned by Timothy Sherman, 
was the Franklin and Chillicothe Road.
The first township tavern, kept by James Culbertson, was located on the roadway. 
Pioneer children were educated in private cabins, with tuition paid by subscrip-
tion. The first township school was located in a log cabin on property owned by 
Thomas Johnson and the first dedicated school building was constructed on part 
of a farm owned by the Stewart family. Students walked to school or rode on horseback.
At one time, there were several grist and sawmills operating along township waterways, the first thought to be erected 
on the Scioto River in the northwest section of Hamilton Township, and was in operation until the feeder canal was built 
linking Columbus to the main system at Lockbourne.


