
Hamilton Township  
Board of Trustees  

Meeting Schedule 2016
Meetings are at 7:30 p.m.  at the 

Community Center.  All meetings are 
open to the public.

February 10th and 24th 
March 9th and 23rd
April 13th and 27th 
May 11th and 25th 
June 8th and 22nd 
July 13th and 27th 

August 10th and 24th 
September 14th and 28th 

October 12th and 26th 
November 9th and 23rd 
December 14th and 28th

Meetings that fall on a holiday 
will be rescheduled.  Call the 
Township office for updates.

Hamilton Township Telephone Numbers
Hamilton Township Administration/Community Center
6400 Lockbourne Road, Lockbourne, Ohio 43137
Office Hours: Monday thru Friday, 8:30 am - 4:30 pm ........................................491-3963

Board of Trustees
Howard Hahn, Chairman .......................................................................................491-7842
Shannan Bush, Vice-Chairman..............................................................................491-5664
C. Chris Hann, Vice-Chairman ..............................................................................491-0812

Clerk/Treasurer
Karen Schutte, Clerk ...............................................................................................497-2465

Township Secretary
Penni Triplett .............................................................................................................491-3963

Hamilton Township Road Maintenance
6355 Lockbourne Road, Lockbourne, Ohio 43137 ..............................................491-8550

Road Superintendent
Don Smith .................................................................................................................491-8550

Hamilton Township Fire Department
Station 1 - 1460 Obetz Road, Columbus, Ohio 43207 .........................................491-1013
Station 2 - 6410 Lockbourne Road, Lockbourne, Ohio 43137 ............................491-1050

Fire Chief
Ralph Shillingburg ....................................................................................................491-1700

Franklin County Sheriff’s Hamilton Township Sub Station
Radio Room .............................................................................................................525-3333
FAX ...........................................................................................................................  491-3003
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Winter 2016
Don’t Crowd the Plow!
Winter driving can be hazardous for both 
Hamilton Township motorists and snow 
plow drivers. Follow these simple tips from 
the Ohio Committee for Severe Winter 
Awareness and you will make your trip 
safer for everyone.
Watch out for Blind Spots – The plow 
driver’s field of vision is limited. If you 
can’t see the plow’s side mirrors, the 
driver can’t see you. Stay two to three 
car lengths behind the plow.
Ice and Snow … Take it Slow - Snowplows 
travel well below the posted speed limit. 
Be patient. Try not to pass the plow. 
Watch for sudden stops or turns. Give 
snowplows room to work. The plows 
are wide and can cross the centerline 
or shoulder. Don’t tailgate and try not 
to pass. If you must pass, take extreme 
caution and beware of the snow clouds. 
Beware of Snow Clouds – Snowplows 
often create clouds as they clear the 
roads. These snow clouds can reduce 
your ability to see.
Speed and Distance – The faster you’re 
going, the longer it will take to stop. 
When accelerating on snow or ice, take 
it slow to avoid slipping and sliding. Stay 
attentive and reduce speed. Know 
what’s going on around you. 
Brake – Brake early, brake slowly, brake 
correctly, and never slam on the brakes. 
If you have anti-lock brakes, press the 
pedal down firmly and hold it. If you don’t 
have anti-lock brakes, gently pump the 
pedal. Either way, give yourself plenty of 
room to stop. 
Control – When driving on ice and snow, 
do not use cruise control and avoid abrupt 
steering maneuvers. When merging into 
traffic, take it slow. Sudden movements 
can cause your vehicle to slide.

HamiltonTownshipOhio.org

The Hartman School
A lonely little brick building located at the intersection of Rathmell Road and US 23 
(South High Street), now boarded up with many of its architectural features long 
since removed, once served as a schoolhouse for the Hamilton district.
Records show a building at the same location as early as 1880, but the structure 
standing today is thought to have been built by Dr. Samuel Hartman for his farm 
employees. Rows of simple houses once lined the east side of High Street and served 
as homes for 
farm families 
whose children 
attended the 
one-room 
schoolhouse.
Dr. Hartman 
built a fortune 
upon his 
Peruna tonic, 
a medicine 
touted as a cure-all for a wide range of ailments. In reality, the foundation of 
his empire was little more than a watery concoction consisting of more than 25 
percent alcohol. However, what Hartman did with his profits left a lasting imprint 
on Columbus with the Hartman Hotel (now a condominium complex) and Hart-
man Farm—at one time a sprawling 2,900 acre operation with a stable, dairy and 
orchards.
The farm was not developed until the early 1900s and the present brick building is 
shown on township maps dating back to 1895 and 1910. In 1880, school District 
No. 8 (with a building located at the southeast corner of Parsons Ave. and Rathmell 
Rd.) and District No. 9 (the Riley school located at the corner of Obetz Rd. and 
Parsons Ave.) were split and District 10 (Rathmell Rd. and US 23) created.
A $1,500 levy was ordered by the school board on all taxable township property to 
build the new district’s schoolhouse. Five pages of very detailed plans and building 
specifications were recorded in the board minutes indicating all materials were of 
the highest quality available.
Christian Zebold submitted a construction bid of $1,274 and the schoolhouse was 
ready for students in October 1880. The site was leased from Cynthia Holmes for 
five dollars. Dr. Hartman later purchased the grounds and asked the school board 
in 1904 for permission to grade and improve the grounds.
In 1926, students attended class for the last time in the one-room building before 
the school was closed and pupils transported to Obetz and Shadeville. In 1930, the 
school board ordered the building sold at public auction. It is now owned by the 
Hartman estate and was used as a private residence for several years.



IRS Tax Scams on the Rise

Electricity 
Aggregation 
to begin 
this year
Voters in Hamilton Township approved a utility 
aggregation issue last November that will impact 
electric bills later this year. Opt out letters (for residents 
who do not want to participate in the program) will 
be mailed in late March/early April with program 
savings appearing on June/July statements.
With electric deregulation, AEP is still responsible 
for delivering power to your property. They will 
continue to own the meters, poles and wires 
transmitting the electricity and will still bill for 
distribution, transmission and maintenance, but 
the generation portion of your statement—under 
aggregation—will be billed by another company.
If there is a service problem, you will continue to call 
AEP. The aggregation program has no impact upon 
service reliability. It does afford price stability by 
offering fixed rates set during the contract period and 
potential savings over variable utility rates.
While gas was also included in the ballot issue, only 
electricity aggregation is addressed at this time. 
The agreement is similar to the township’s trash 
district policy, where all residents are included in the 
program. A supplier has yet to be determined, but 
will be determined at the time residents receive opt-
out letters. There is no fee to opt-out and there is no 
charge if a resident later decides to join the township 
aggregation program.
“If anyone is currently under contract with another 
supplier, they will not receive a formal opt-out letter,” 
said Scott Belcastro, a Trebel LLC representative 
assisting the township with the aggregation program. 
“They are removed from the list. We do not end 
their contract. However, if they choose to join the 
program, they only need to contact the selected 
township supplier or Trebel if they need assistance. 
If anyone is receiving PIPP assistance, they too will 
not receive any letters to join the program. They stay 
with the PIPP program.”
Property owners supplied by the South Central 
Power cooperative are also not included in the 
aggregation program. For more information, call 
Trebel, LLC at 1-877- 861-2772, Monday through 
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Fire, home and personal safety critical in cold weather
Keeping warm in winter can also create hazards in the home. To avoid the potential 
for fire and carbon monoxide poisoning, Lt. Annette Bell with the Hamilton Township 
Fire Department offers the following tips: Keep space heaters away from other objects, 
replace furnace filters monthly and clean and maintain chimneys and wood burning 
stoves on a regular basis. If you use a kerosene heater inside, make sure you have a constant source of fresh air to avoid 
kerosene vapors building up and if you heat with natural gas, install a carbon monoxide detector near a sleeping area so 
it will wake you if you are asleep. Visit www.carbonmonoxidekills.com for more information.
If you have a fire hydrant in front of your home, please shovel the snow away from around the hydrant in case it is 
needed in an emergency by the fire department.
Playing in the snow is fun. Sledding down a hill can be a thrill. Shoveling snow can be a lot of work, but all three 
activities can leave you open to a case of frostbite. Watch for the following signs and take action as soon as possible—
pain or prickling sensation progressing to numbness; pale, hard and cold skin with a waxy appearance; flushing and 
redness after the skin is rewarmed; a burning sensation and swelling that may last for weeks; blisters or a black, scab-like 
crust, which may develop weeks after exposure.
Until you can visit a doctor, get the person to a warm place and remove wet clothing. Do not rewarm the skin until you 
can keep it continuously warm. Then gently rewarm the area in warm, not hot, water or with wet heat until the skin 
appears red and warm. Do not use direct heat from heating pads, radiators or fires. Do not rub or massage the skin. 
Bandage the area with loose, dry, sterile dressings. Place cotton balls between toes or fingers to keep them separated.

As snow falls, Road 
Department Work continues...
Winter is half over, but due to unseasonably warm temperatures, 
the Hamilton Township Road Department has used only 12 
tons of salt making township roadways safe for motorists. 
Department workers have also taken advantage of the warmer 
weather to get a head start on tree work, storm drain cleaning 
and replacement of failing storm water lines. In Reese, 
approximately 100 yards of line were replaced and nine new 
tops were made and replaced in Hamilton Meadows. Please 
remember, “Nothing Down the Drain but Rain.”

Road 
Department 

applies for grant
April will be a big month for the department if a $374,000 grant 
applied for in November is approved for road work on Astoria 
Avenue in Hamilton Meadows. The township trustees and the 
road department applied for the grant last year to replace curbs, 
gutters and blacktop the thoroughfare from Rathmell Road 
to Cherrydale. In 2016, the trustees plan to apply for another 
$350,000 grant to finish the project from Cherrydale to Rampart 
in 2017. Upgrades are also needed on Reese side streets. Road 
crews and trustees are working hard to keep township roads in 
good condition while being good stewards of public tax dollars 
by applying for grant funding from the state.

Tax season is in full swing and so are scammers hoping 
to separate you from your money. Don’t fall prey to a 
fake agent threatening immediate action. The Internal 
Revenue Service NEVER calls to demand immediate 
payment and does not call a taxpayer without having 
first mailed them a bill. Well-meaning people locally 
and nationally have been swindled by aggressive and so-
phisticated phone scams. According to the real IRS, scam-
mers use fake names and bogus IRS identification badge 
numbers. They may know a lot about their targets and they 
usually alter their caller ID to look like they are calling 
from an IRS office. Victims are told they owe money to 
the IRS and it must be paid promptly through a pre-loaded 
debit card or wire transfer. If the victim refuses to cooper-
ate, they are then threatened with arrest, deportation or sus-
pension of a business or driver’s license. In many cases, the 
caller becomes hostile and insulting. Victims may also be 
told they have a refund due, only to be tricked into sharing 
private information. If the phone isn’t answered, scammers 
often leave an “urgent” callback request. Scammers first 
targeted older Americans, newly arrived immigrants and 
those who speak English as a second language. 

They expanded their net, and now try to 
swindle virtually anyone. They also use 
phishing email and regular 
mail by copying official IRS 
letterheads to use in email 
or regular mail they send 
to victims. In another 
new variation, schemers 
provide an actual IRS address where they tell the victim 
to mail a receipt for the payment they make; all in an 
attempt to make the scheme look official. If you don’t 
owe taxes or have no reason to think that you do, do 
not provide any information to the caller. Hang up 
immediately and then contact the Treasury Inspector 
General for Tax Administration. Use the administration’s 
IRS Impersonation Scam Reporting web page to report 
the incident. You should also report it to the Federal 
Trade Commission. Use the FTC Complaint Assistant 
on FTC.gov. Please add “IRS Telephone Scam” in the 
notes. If you know you owe, or think you may owe taxes, 
call the IRS at 800-829-1040. IRS workers can help you 
if you do owe taxes.

Shirkey new Fiscal Officer 
A new face will be handling the township’s 
budget this spring. Meet Lisa (Wright) 
Shirkey, a Hamilton Township High School 
graduate, resident, and the newest member 
of the township’s administrative team. “My 
husband and I are life-long residents of 
Hamilton Township. My son, daughter-in-
law, and two grandchildren also live in our 
township,” said Shirkey. “I am a graduate 
of HTHS, as were my four siblings and my 
son. My grandchildren are enrolled in our 
school district. “I had considered running 
for this office several times in the past. Since my supporters assured me 
that my name kept coming up in discussions about possible candidates, 
I decided the time was right to seek election.” Shirkey ran for office and 
was elected in November. She officially takes office the beginning of 
April. “I intend to have a good, open working relationship with both the 
residents of Hamilton Township and our township employees.” As Fis-
cal Officer, Shirkey oversees township funds and works with the trustees 
to ensure money is spent wisely, as well as working with the board to 
compile a yearly budget. In addition to maintaining township records, 
she is also responsible for payroll and payroll-related issues for township 
employees. “Our greatest challenge is to continue to operate at a high 
level in spite of cuts in state funding.”


